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wolle is so rysen, that poore folkes, which were wont to worke
it and make cloth therof, be nowe hable to bye none at all.
And by thys meanes verye manye be forced to forsake worke,
and to geve them selves to idelnesse.   For, after that so much
grounde was inclosed for pasture, an infinite multitude of shepe
dyed of the rotte, suche vengeaunce God toke of their inordinate
and unsaciable covetousnes, sendinge amonge the shepe that
pestiferous morrein, whiche much more justely shoulde have
fallen on the shepemasters owne heades.   And though the
number of shepe increase never so faste, yet the price falleth
not one myte, because there be so fewe sellers.   For they be
almooste all comen into a fewe riche mennes handes, whome
no neade forceth to sell before they lust, and they luste not
before they maye sell as deare as they luste.   Now the same
cause bringeth in like dearth of the other kindes of cattell; yea
and that so much the more, bicause that, after ferrnes plucked
downe and husbandry decaied, there is no man that passethe
for the breadynge of younge stoore.   For these riche men
brynge not up the yonge ones of greate cattel as they do
lambes.   But first they bie them abrode verie chepe; and after-
ward, when they be fatted in their pastures, they sell them
agayne excedynge deare.   And therefore (as I suppose) the
whole incommoditie hereof is not yet felte.    For yet they
make dearth onely in those places where they sell.   But when
they shall fetche them away from thence wheare they be
bredde faster then they can be broughte up, then shall there
also be felte greate dearth, stoore beginning there to faile
where the ware is boughte.   Thus the unreasonable covetous-
nes of a few hath turned that thing to the utter undoing of
your ylande, in the whiche thynge the cheife felicitie of your
realme did consist   For this greate dearth of victualles causeth
men to kepe as litle houses and as smale hospitalitie as they
possible maye, and to put away their servauntes: wh[i]ther, I
pray you, but a-beggynge:   or elles (whyche these gentell
bloudes and stoute stomackes wyll sooner set their myndes
unto) a-stealingl?
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